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Experimental characterization of firebrand ignition
of some wood building materials

Paper presents investigation on behaviour of wood construction material samples (plywood, oriented strand
board, chipboard) in laboratory conditions as a result of a heat flux effect from naturally occurring flaming
and glowing firebrands. The data of comparing ignition delay time of pine wood and wood-based construc-
tion materials (plywood, oriented strand board, chipboard) depending on the size and quantity of firebrands,
initial temperature of samples, as well as the presence of air flow in firebrands falling zone is obtained. Igni-
tion probability and conditions of wood construction materials as a result of the thermal effect of flaming and
glowing pine firebrands are also studied. The obtained data allowed one to judge that according to chosen ex-
perimental parameters, the ignition time decreased with increasing air flow, as well as with an increase in the
size and number of particles. It was experimentally confirmed that particle size plays a significant role in ig-
niting of building structure. If the characteristic particle size is less than a certain characteristic value, which
can be defined as the ratio of its volume to the surface area in contact with wood, then ignition mode with an
abrupt maximum of temperature near phase boundary is not appear.
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Introduction

Wildfires are one of the most serious problems of the world. The scale of the damage caused by wild-
fires around the world is catastrophic [1]. It can be the cause of wooden bridges, oil product depots, buildings
in cities ignition. Flaming and glowing firebrands, which are formed due to the burning of forest combustible
materials, cause particular interest. These firebrands can be carried away over long distances by falling into a
convective column that forms above the fire zone and lead to a new fire. Moreover, in flight they burn in
flameless conditions [2]. Thus, one of the damaging factors of wildfires is the burning elements of forest
combustible material, which can be also carried away to a territory of urban environment [3]. This problem is
actively researched in Australia, USA, Canada, Portugal, and Greece.

Large-scale wildland and wildland-urban interface (WUI) fires have happened more frequently in re-
cent years. Direct flame contact, radiant heat, and burning firebrands (or embers) have been identified as
three principal ways that cause fire spread in the wildland and WUI [4—7]. However, only burning firebrands
can initiate a new spot fire at distances further than 60-m away from the main fire front [8]. Spotting due to
firebrands also referred as the firebrand phenomenon can overpower fire suppression efforts and becomes the
dominant fire spread mechanism [9]. The spotting process includes three phases: firebrand generation, trans-
portation, and ignition of the recipient fuel.

The ability of a firebrand to travel far way and start a new fire is a function of its physical properties
and the environmental parameters [10]. Primary physical properties of a firebrand include mass, size (aero-
dynamic) shape, surface temperature, heat flux, and the heat of combustion of the fuel. The shape and di-
mensions are critical factors in firebrand transport. The mass and heat of combustion determine the total
available heat energy from the firebrand. Surface temperature and heat flux play an important role in heat
transfer from the firebrand to the recipient fuel. Environmental conditions influence all three phases of the
firebrand phenomena. Key parameters include relative humidity, environmental temperature, wind speed,
terrain conditions, and the condition of the recipient fuel. Among the environmental parameters, wind speed
is critical effecting breakage of burning fuel leading to the generation of firebrands, transport mechanism
(e.g., travel distance) and the burning behavior. Softwood is usually used in construction as a load-bearing
structure, and hardwood is used as a finishing material. One of the factors determining fire hazard of wood
[11] is its capacity to ignite and to stimulate fire propagation. Aim of this work is to study behaviour of wood
building material samples in laboratory conditions as a result of heat exposure from a point source.
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Experimental

The following laboratory setup was used to study the ignition probability of wood construction materi-
als from flaming and glowing firebrands (Fig. 1).

1 — laboratory autotransformer; 2 — heating element; 3 — pallet; 4 — wood sample; 5 — cell;
6 — stopper; 7 — heat gun; § — burner; 9 — tripods; /0 — particle samples; // — bracket

Figure 1. Scheme (@) and photo (b) of the experimental setup

Experimental equipment involves the following devices: a scientific infrared camera JADE J530SB
equipped with an optical filter whose operating wavelength is 3.1-3.3 um which allows one to record the
temperature in the range of 300-800 °C; a video camera Canon HF R88 applied for estimating the ignition
delay for considered samples made of wood construction materials; a moisture content analyzer AND
MX-50 for controlling moisture content of the studied samples; AND HL 100 scales to control the initial
particle mass and the mass of wood sample.

The wood sample was preheated with a heating element to a temperature of 200220 °C for 4 minutes
[12]. Thus, the conditions were simulated when a wooden structure is exposed to heat flux from an approach-
ing front of wildfire [13, 14]. Concurrently, particles were placed in the cell 5 mounted on the tripods 9,
which had openings in the base sufficient for uniform heating of the particles, but excluding the possibility of
particles falling out during the experiments. The volume of cell allowed one to place single particles in it, as
well as groups of particles. Particles fell onto the wood sample when the sliding bottom of the cell was
opened. Bottom parts were attached to the cell walls with hinges and were fixed in a horizontal position by a
stopper 6. Two halves of the bottom fell under their own weight and firebrand fell when the latch was pulled
out.

Particles were ignited and carried to a smoldering state with two gas burners 8. One burner was placed
under the cell 5, and the other above it (Fig. 2) for uniform heating. After reaching the required temperature
on the surface of sample, the substrate with sample was moved under the cuvette with particles preheated
using gas burners, and they were discharged.

Plywood, chipboard and oriented strand board (OSB) are used as the samples of wood construction ma-
terials which are popular in the market.
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The main parameters of samples are presented in Table 1.

Table 1

Sample parameters of construction materials

Plywood OSB Chipboard
Size, [mm] 150150 150150 150150
Thickness [mm)] 21 18 18
Density, [kg / m’] 650690 570+590 570+590

The samples were isolated from the environment with a heat-insulating material so that one of the sur-
faces remained exposed to heat from falling particles. A photo of the sample before the experiment is shown
in Figure 3.

Figure 2. Photo of the flame effect on particles Figure 3. Photo of the sample before the experiment

The temperature during heating on the wood surface was controlled using an infrared camera. Figure 4
shows the thermogram of a wood sample as a result of heating by tubular heating element and the minimum
(441 K), maximum (505 K), and average (479 K) temperatures on the surface of sample (in selected area 1 in
the thermogram) obtained using Altair software. Previously in [17], it was found that firebrands of bark and
branches were formed more often in a large wildfire. In current experiment, we used rectangular laths as par-
ticles that coincide in size with the typical particle sizes determined during field experiments [15]. Photos of
the samples are shown in Figure 5.

Label | Min (K) | Max (K) | Mean ...

Figure 4. Thermogram of a wood sample after heating Figure 5. Model particles

The particle length in this experiment was: (20£2; 404+2; 60+£2) mm. The moisture content of particles
did not exceed 10 %, for samples of wood construction materials it was 6—8 %.
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Glowing firebrands, which effects the surface of sample, are of particular interest in current research.
The case when glowing firebrands that form during a wildfire can accumulate on the roof and in corners of
buildings, fences, or find a way to get inside premises and ignite it is simulated in these experiments.

The optimal particle ignition time was preliminarily selected (Table 2), at which the particle smoldering
phase was achieved [18—19]. Particle burner time depended on particle size and quantity. Particle tempera-
ture was monitored using a JADE J530SB infrared camera.

Under natural conditions, the effect of firebrands on various wooden structures is accompanied by a
number of natural factors, in particular, the action of a heated air stream from the front of a wildfire. Glow-
ing firebrands discharged in the experiments onto wood samples were blown using a heat gun, Interskol
FE2000-E brand, with a stream of heated air at a speed of 1.5 m/s, 2 m/s and 2.5 m/s with corresponding
temperatures of 40 °C, 60 °C, and 110 °C. An air flow was directed to the surface of the wood sample into the

particle discharge region using a nozzle. The ignition moment was recorded using a Canon LEGRIA HF R86
video camera.

Table 2

Exposure time depended on particle size

Length, [mm] | Exposure time, [s]
Rectangular slats 20 1>
40 20
60 25

A series of experiments began with one glowing firebrand, then two and so on up to 10 particles, there-
by simulating the ignition of wood from one particle, as well as in the case of «fire rain». Three repetitions
were performed for each experiment. If ignition occurred in at least one of the three cases, it was believed
that the wood sample ignited. Ignition was understood as the appearance of a flame on the surface of samples
of wood construction materials with subsequent steady burning.

Results and discussion

It was found that ignition of the samples was not observed in the range of wind speeds of 0+1 m/s.

The probability of ignition of a preheated surface of plywood, chipboard, and OSB samples depending
on the size of flaming and glowing firebrands and their amount interacting with this surface at various wind
speeds was estimated as a result of a series of experiments (Fig. 6).
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Figure 6. The dependence of wood samples ignition of construction materials on the size and quantity of glowing fire-
brands at air flow rates of 2 m/s and 2.5 m/s, where a is plywood, b is oriented strand board, ¢ is chipboard

Analysis of the graphs shows that with increasing wind speed; the probability of wood ignition by parti-
cles of the same size increases. In particular, with an increase of wind speed from 2 to 2.5 m/s, the minimum
number of particles with a length L = 40 mm, sufficient to ignite the wood, decreases from 7 to 3 particles.
The number of particles also affects the ignition process of wood.

Figure 7 shows a typical group of images on particle ignition of a chipboard sample, on the surface of
which glowing firebrands of length 40 mm in the amount of 6 pieces were discharged. The air flow rate was
2 m/s. It should be noted that the transition of particles from the glowing phase to the flame occurs due to the
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influx of the oxidizing agent from the heat gun. In particular, the transition occurred already at the 8th se-
cond in this case (Fig. 7), which subsequently led to the burning of chipboard over the surface.

1 min. 1 min. 30 sec.

1 min. 50 sec. 2 min. 10 sec.

Figure 7. A group of images on the effect of particles on a chipboard sample

Previously in [18—19], the experiment was conducted on the ignition of wood samples from a pine con-
struction board as a result of exposure to flaming and glowing firebrands of pine bark. The experimental
technique is similar. It was concluded that the probability of ignition of wood samples increases with increas-
ing particle size, as well as with increase in air flow rate. The size of rectangular slats (40 mm long) was cho-
sen based on this, which is close in size to particles of pine bark, which has the highest incendiary potential
for the chosen experimental parameters (30%30 mm and 5 mm thick).

Figure 8 shows graphs comparing the ignition delay times of pine wood and construction materials
(plywood, OSB, and chipboard) depending on the number of particles at air flow rates of 1.5 m/s, 2 m/s and
2.5 m/s.

v Ptywood

® Plywood . 70+ .
. 751 ® Chipboard % - Oriented strand board
& ©  Pine (D. Kasymov etal., 2017) O Pine (D. Kasymov et al., 2017) 604 -A- Pine (D. Kasymov et al., 2017)
» 601 Velocity 1,5 m/s 60+ L] Velocity 2 m/s 50 Velocity 2,5 m/s
- %] ©v b i
o - -
g PR 2
‘B 45 g g 40 -
g LY ° =} G —a -3 A \A N
2 =) - =] —A
b= ° 230 S 30 A %
= 30 G ° 3= -2
= =l < =
& - 5020
15+ s 5 15 A,
104 *
0 ——— T 0 R B e SR 0 * %
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Quantity, N Quantity’ N Quantity, N

Figure 8. The ignition delay times of pine wood and construction materials
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There is a tendency to decrease the ignition time of samples with an increase in the number of particles
according to the analysis of graphs (Fig. 8). It can be seen that in the cases with plywood and chipboard
samples, the ignition times are close to the times of pine wood ignition in the case of bark particles, and in
the case with OSB, a large number of particles (8—10 particles) are observed, the ignition time is significantly
reduced, more than 2 times compared to a similar experiment with pine. The obtained data allows one to
judge that, at the chosen experimental parameters, the ignition time decreased with increasing air flow, as
well as with an increase in the number of particles.

Conclusion

The behavior of samples of wood construction (plywood, OSB, chipboard) was studied as a result of
heat exposure from flaming and glowing firebrands.

It was found that ignition of the samples was not observed in the range of wind speeds of 0~1 m/s. The
considered construction materials from wood (plywood, OSB, chipboard) were more resistant to ignition
with the chosen experimental parameters. Apparently, this is due to the composition of studied samples,
which contains additional binding components (synthetic resins). In addition, the presented construction ma-
terials have a lower surface roughness, unlike a standard building board.

The use of IR diagnostics made it possible to estimate the temperature on the samples surface and to se-
lect the optimal heating time. Moreover, this made possible to control the phase of glowing firebrands before
discharge.

This study was supported by the Russian Science Foundation (project No. 18—79-00232).
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B.A. Tapakanosa, /I.I1. KaceimoB, O.B. I'ansuesa, H.B. Unuepuna

Keii6ip aram KypbLibic MAaTepHAIAAPBIHBIH TYTAHYbIHBIH
IKCIEPUMEHTTIK CHIIATTaMAChI

Makanaza 3epTXaHalbIK LIapTTapAa TaOWFU JKarjaiiapia jkaHy jKOHE OBIKCY OOIIIEKTEPiHIH >KbUTYJIBIK
SCepiHiH cajjapblHaH arall KypbUIBIC MaTepHanaapbl yiaritepiHin (¢aHepa, jxocmapibl Typje ajiblHFaH
JKOHKa TaKTachl, CYPEK-)KOHKA TaKTachl) O€TalbiChl OOMbIHIIA 3epTTey Kypriziiren. JKaHbIn »KaTKaH
OeJeKTepiH Memepi MeH CaHbIHA, YIATLIEpAiH OacTamKbl TeMIepaTypachblHa, COHIal-aK OenmeKkTepain
KyJlay aiiMarblH[a aya aFbIHBIHBIH OOJybIHa OailJlaHBICTHI Kaparail MEH arall KYpbUIBIC MaTepuasiapblHbIH
(danepa, sxocmapibl TYpAe ajblHFAH JKOHKA TAKTachl, CYPEK-)KOHKA TaKTacChl) TYTaHY YaKbITBIH CaJBICTBIPY
nepexrepi anbiHabl. CoHnaii-ak, epTeHy Karaaiaapsl ®oHE Kaparaii/iblH XKaHFaH, ObIKChIFaH OeJIIeKTepiHiH
KBTIy 9CEpIHEH aralliTaH )KacaJlFaH KYPbUIbIC MATEPHANIAAPBIHBIH TYTaHy BIKTUMAIABIFbI 3epPTTEIAI. AJIbIHFaH
MONIIMETTep SKCIEPUMEHTTIH TaHJAJIFaH [apaMeTpiIepiHAe aya arbIHBIHBIH JKOFapbLIaybIMEH, COHMaK-aK
OeJIIeKTep/iH MeJIIepi MEH CaHbIHBIH apTybIMEH TYTaHy YaKbIThl TOMEHACICHIH Oaramayra MYMKIHIIK
Oepeni. BemmekrepiH Meumepi KYpbUIBIC KYPBUIBIMBIH TYTaHIBIPYIa MaHbI3Ibl POJ aTKapaTbIHIBIFbI
9KCHEPUMEHTAIBI TYpAE pactaiipl. Erep OHBIH KeJIEMiHIH aFallleH jkaHacaThlH OCTiHIH aynaHbIHA
KaTBIHACHI PETiHJe aHbIKTayra OoNaThIH OOJImIeKTiH ToH Meimepi Oenrim Oip MoHHeH a3 Ooica, oHma
(azanbIK 1IEKapaHbIH JKaHBIHAAFb TEMIICPATYPAHBIH KYPT MAKCUMYMbBIMEH TYTaHY PEKHUMi OpBIHIAIMAIBL.
MyHbl kbUTy (eHIHEH KeNeTiH JKOHE XHMHUSUIBIK pPeaKkLHsIap HOTWKECIHAe maija OoJlaThlH KbLTY
MeJILIEpIMEH  CAIBICTBIPFAHIA JKbUIYJBIH CBIPTKbI OpTara Tapalybl apKbUIbl TYCIHAIpyre Oosafpl.
Benmexrepin TOH Meulepi MOCENEHIH HAKThl TYXKbIPHIMBIHA JKOHE MAaTEPHAJIbIH TYPiHE, OHBIH JKbULY
oTKi3rimrik ko3ddunnentine 6ainaHbICThI 60IAIBI.

Kinm co30ep: *aHbII jxaTKaH OOJIIEKTED, XKBUTY dcepi, aralll KYpBUIBIC MaTepuasiapsl, TYTaHy.

B.A. Tapakanosa, /I.Il. Kacemmos, O.B. I'anbiiesa, H.B. Unuepuna

JKCINepUMEHTANbHASl XapaKTepUCTUKA BOCIJIaMeHeHUs
HEKOTOPBIX IPEBECHBIX CTPOUTEJIbHBIX MATEPHATOB

B craTtbe npoBeseHO HCCIIe0BaHUE B 1a0OPAaTOPHBIX YCIOBHAX IO MOBEAEHUIO 00Pa3L0B JPEBECHBIX CTPOU-
TEJbHBIX MaTepHanoB ((paHepa, OPUEHTUPOBAHHO-CTPYKEUHAs IUIUTA, JPEBECHO-CTPYXKEYHas IUIMTa) B pe-
3yJbTaTe TEIIOBOTO BO3ASHCTBUS OT TOPSIIUX M TIEIONIUX YacTHIl IPUPOTHOTO MPOUCXOXKAeHH. beimu no-
Jy4eHbl JaHHBIE CPABHEHUS] BPEMEHH 3aJICP>KKU 3a)KUTaHUS APEBECHHBI COCHBI M JIPEBECHBIX CTPOUTEIBHBIX
MarepuaioB ((aHepa, OpHEHTHPOBAHHO-CTPYKEUHasl IUINTA, APEBECHO-CTPYXKEUHAs IUIMTA) B 3aBUCHMOCTHU
OT pa3Mepa M KOJNYECTBA TOPSIIUX YaCTHIl, HAYaJIbHOH TeMIlepaTypsl 00pasIoB, a TakKe OT HAIMYUS BO3-
JYLIHOTO IOTOKA B 30HE NaJICHUs YacTUll. Taxke UCCIEeI0BaHbl yCIOBUS 3aKUTaHUsI U BEPOATHOCTb BOCILIA-
MEHEHUSI CTPOMUTENBHBIX MAaTEpHAlIOB M3 JPEBECHHBl B pPE3ylIbTaTe TEIUIOBOIO BO3JCHCTBHUSA TOPAMIMX U
TIEIONIUX YaCTHI[ COCHBI. IloydeHHbIe JaHHBIE TO3BOJIIOT CyAUTh O TOM, YTO IPH BBIOPaHHBIX MapamMeTpax
SKCTIEpUMEHTA BPeMsl 3aKUT'aHHs CHIDKAJIOCh C YBEITHMYEHHEM BO3JYIIHOTO MOTOKA, a TAKXKE C YBEIMUYEHHUEM
pa3Mepa U KOJIMYECTBA YaCTHL. DKCIEPUMEHTAIbHO MOATBEPKICHO, YTO CYIIECTBEHHYIO POJIb B BOCIIIaMe-
HEHUM CTPOUTENILHOW KOHCTPYKLIMU UTpaeT pazMmep vactull. Ecnm XxapakTepHblil pa3Mep 4acTHIbl, KOTOPbIH
MOXHO OTIPEIENUTH KaK OTHOLIEHHE ee 00beMa K IO i TOBEPXHOCTH, CONPUKAcAIONIeiics C IPEeBECHHON,
MEHbIIIE HEKOTOPOH XapaKTEepHON BEJIUYUHBL, TO PEKUM 3aKUTAHHUA C PE3KUM MAKCHUMYMOM TEMIIEpaTyphbl
BO3JIE TPAaHUIBI pa3zena (a3 He peanu3yercs. ITO MOKHO OOBSICHHUTH HMPEBATUPYIOMUM OTBOAOM TEIUIa BO
BHEIIHIOIO CPEy [0 CPAaBHEHUIO C KOJIMYECTBOM TeIUIa, HOCTYNAIOIIUM OT TeIUIOBOTO ()eHA M BOSHUKAIOIINM
B pE3yJIbTaTe XUMHUYECKHX peakiuid. XapaKTepHbId pa3Mep 4acTHLl OyAeT 3aBHCETh OT KOHKPETHOH IOCTa-
HOBKH 33/1a4U U TUIIa MaTepuana, ero Ko3GpdUInueHTa TeonpoBOJHOCTH.

Kniouesvie cnosa: ropAmue 4yacTulpbl, TEIIJIOBOE BO3,Z[eI‘;ICTBI/IC, JAPEBECHBIE CTPOUTEIIbHBIE MaTEpUaJIbl, BOC-
IIJIaMCHCHHE.
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